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	September 6-8 - 10th Annual Alcohol Law & Policy Conference | Chicago, IL
September 8 - Indiana Association of Beverage Retailers Annual Golf Outing | Indianapolis, IN
September 11-14 - Montana Tavern Association Convention | Billings, MT
September 14-15 - Wine, Beer & Spirits Law Conference | Portland, OR
September 17-19 - Illinois Licensed Beverage Association 132nd Annual Convention | Alton, IL
September 18-21 - 47th Annual Alaska CHARR Convention | Talkeetna, AK
September 22-25 - Wine & Spirits Guild of America Meeting | Boston, MA
September 26-28 - ABL Fall Board Meeting | Washington, DC
October 2-5 - Tavern League of Wisconsin Fall Convention & Trade Show | Appleton, WI
October 8-11 - NBWA 80th Annual Convention & Trade Show | Las Vegas, NV
October 16 - Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America Fall Membership Meeting | Washington, DC
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	Tax Overhaul Moves Forward Without Border Adjustment Plan
The decision by the White House and Republican leaders to drop a controversial border adjustment tax proposal as they proceed with negotiations on how to rewrite the tax code provides more questions than answers about where their effort is headed. 
 
Retailers Applaud Wins on Border Tax, Menu Labeling
Retailers on Thursday were cheering two developments in Washington: A bill providing supermarkets with more flexibility to implement the FDA's menu labeling rules, and the apparent death of a border adjustment in element to planned revisions of the tax code. 
 
Rep. Chabot Says Tax Reform Key to Small Business Growth
The chairman of the House Small Business Committee recently penned a letter advocating tax reform as a potential small business growth tool. Rep. Steve Chabot (R-OH) forwarded correspondence to Rep. Peter Roskam (R-IL), chairman of the House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Tax Policy in the wake of a hearing titled "How Tax Reform Will Help America's Small Businesses Grow and Create New Jobs."
 
ASCAP-BMI Song Database Plan Rollout Questioned
Some critics fear the initial proposal may help lead to Government control of the song database. While the music industry has long clamored for one comprehensive database that pairs compositions with recordings that would make licensing easier, ASCAP and BMI's recently announced plan to build their own joint performing-rights database has received a mixed reaction.
 
White House Sees Tax Reform Zipping Through Congress in October, November
The White House expects tax reform legislation to move quickly through Congress this fall, advancing through the House in October and clearing the Senate in November, legislative director Marc Short said Monday. 
 
Legalizing Recreational Marijuana Could Boost Crash Rates, Safety Group Warns
A traffic safety organization is warning that two recent studies suggest that legalizing recreational marijuana could lead to an increase in crashes, including deadly ones. The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) says that studies by the Highway Loss Data Institute and researchers at the University of Texas at Austin point to an increase in crash risk in states that legalized the recreational use of pot.
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	Diageo 
Diageo is a global leader in beverage alcohol with an outstanding collection of brands across spirits and beer - a business built on the principles and foundations laid by the giants of the industry. We have over 200 outstanding brands - old and new, large and small, global and local, with brands sold in 180 countries at almost every price point, in every category to meet consumer demand. The success of Arthur Guinness, Pyotr Smirnoff, John Walker, Charles Tanqueray and many more led to the formation of our company in 1997.
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	Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB)
TTB Newsletter | Weekly News (August 4)
 
Beer Institute
Beer Institute Supports FDA Action to Increase Transparency through Menu Labeling Requirements
 
Breakthru Beverage Group
Breakthru Beverage Moves to New Colorado Facility
 
Diageo
Plainfield Facility Celebrates 50 Year Anniversary


National Law Review
Do You Pass the Test? New Safer Workplaces Act Expands and Limits Drug and Alcohol Testing
 
Sky Ranch Foundation
Record-Breaking Funds Awarded on Behalf of the Beverage Alcohol Industry
 
The Drinks Business
U.S. Craft Beer Boom Continues to Slow
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	Tavern League of Wisconsin
'We'll Continue to Fight' Bill to Change Wisconsin Liquor Laws
Wisconsin's Tavern League said Tuesday it will fight a Republican bill that would loosen the state's liquor laws for craft brewers, wineries and distilleries. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Gary Tauchen, R-Bonduel, would significantly roll back limitations on liquor manufacturers, wineries, craft brewers and distillers, by allowing them to serve and sell each other's products.
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	ABL has partnered with Fintech, the leading provider of electronic data and payments solutions to the alcohol industry, to provide a secure, affordable and hassle-free way for ABL members to pay for alcohol deliveries electronically and improve the beverage alcohol purchasing process. Under the program, ABL members are eligible for a discount on Fintech's electronic payment and data solutions systems. For more information, please click here.
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	California: State Flip Flops on Wine Delivery Law
Wine delivery apps have become big business as the delivery market has been transformed by technology over the past few years. Since the market has narrowed down to a few top players - such as Saucey and Drizly - running up against tech innovators like Amazon and traditional delivery vehicles like UPS the competition has gotten tough. In New York State, the Albany-based New York State Liquor Association has made several rulings attempting to codify how these new apps should operate.
 
Colorado: Why You Haven't Seen Beer, Liquor in Grocery Stores
As Bullfrog Wine & Spirits general manager Josh Beard glances out of his office window, he notices three gas station convenience stores and one of Colorado's largest grocery stores. All four establishments in Beard's periphery from the North Fort Collins liquor store will soon become Bullfrog's competitors as Colorado's alcohol laws are overhauled with the most significant changes since Prohibition.
 
Iowa: Businesses Prohibited from Serving Alcohol in Solid Copper Mugs
The Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division is reminding bars and restaurants they cannot serve beverages in solid copper cups. Iowa has adopted the FDA's code that prohibits copper from coming into direct contact with foods that have a pH below 6. This includes vinegar, fruit juice, and wine, and the popular Moscow mules, typically served in a copper mug.
 
Iowa: 24/7 Sobriety Check-Ins for Drunk Drivers Coming Soon to This County
A program that twice daily tests drunken drivers to determine whether they are sober will be piloted in western Iowa's Woodbury County, likely beginning in January, The Des Moines Register has learned. "If someone has an issue with drinking and then driving, they need to be constantly monitored," said Woodbury County Sheriff Dave Drew, who for several years has lobbied for implementing the 24/7 sobriety program in Iowa.
 
Massachusetts: Restaurants Want OUI Serving Data Eliminated
Massachusetts bars and restaurants are pushing to eliminate a state program that tracks where convicted drunk drivers had their last drinks before being arrested, saying it embarrasses businesses without giving them a chance to defend themselves. Under state law, judges collect "place of last drink" reports from each person convicted of operating under the influence.
 
Minnesota: 1 Month After Sunday Sales, Liquor Store Owners Say Total Sales Haven't Budged
Almost exactly one month after Sunday liquor sales began in Minnesota, liquor stores say their overall sales haven't changed. Five Sundays have passed since that first Sunday when consumers waited in line to buy a six pack in Minnesota, but reality is starting to set in for business owners. South Lyndale Liquors in Minneapolis has been owned by the same family for 40 years. They now pay 12 employees to staff the store on Sundays. 
 
Nebraska: Attorney Says Liquor Board Acted in 'Blatant Disregard' of Law in Closing Whiteclay Beer Stores
The beer stores in Whiteclay, Nebraska, should not have been closed because they enjoy a "renewal privilege" for their state liquor licenses, an attorney for the businesses argued Monday. Scottsbluff lawyer Andrew Snyder, who represents the four beer-only liquor stores, asked the high court to overturn the state liquor commission's April decision to not renew the liquor licenses for the stores. 
 
Nebraska: Whiteclay Closures Boost Booze Sales for Nearby Communities
Nebraska state data shows that alcohol sales in Rushville, Neb., have tripled since stores in nearby Whiteclay were shut down by the state earlier this year. The state of Nebraska may have shut down liquor stores in the reservation border town of Whiteclay, but that hasn't stopped people in the area from getting alcohol. Liquor outlets in four nearby communities have seen a big boost in sales since beer stores in Whiteclay were ordered to close.
 
North Carolina: Museum Devoted to Beer and Drinks Made in NC Could Become a Reality
The next time you go to a local brewery, a request for money might not be from someone who forgot a wallet at home. It could be a supporter of the proposed North Carolina Craft Beer and Beverage Museum, which needs to raise thousands of dollars before supporters can make their dream a reality. 
 
Ohio: State Liquor Law Change Helps Micro Distilleries Expand Reach
It soon might become easier for Ohio's micro distilleries to get their vodkas, gins and whiskeys on barroom shelves thanks to a change in state rules that will allow small-time distillers to sell products directly to pubs and restaurants. That may not sound groundbreaking, but the process to get booze in the hands of a bartender is so ponderous that many producers didn't even bother trying.
 
Oklahoma: Metro Liquor Store Gets Attention for Sign Asking Customers to Stay Out If Their Pants Aren't Up
A sign at a metro liquor store is getting some attention after it tells customers to stay out if their pants aren't up. "Pull your pants up or don't come in!!! Try to have some decency & respect for others. No one wants to see your underwear," said the sign at Midwest Wine & Spirits OKC. Employees at the store said, even though it may offend some people, the message is clear. 
 
Oregon: OLCC Fines Walgreens $80,000 for Bottle Bill Violations
The Oregon Liquor Control Commission last Friday ratified a stipulated settlement with Walgreen Co. out of Deerfield, Illinois for having 25 stores out of compliance with Oregon's Bottle Bill requirements. Walgreen Co. has agreed to pay a fine of $80,000. Oregon law requires stores that are 5,000 or more square feet and in a convenience zone of a redemption center to participate in that redemption center or provide equivalent services, including accepting up to 350 empty beverage containers per person per day and providing reverse vending machines and a drop off service for customers.
 
Pennsylvania: PLCB to Increase Prices on 422 Items
Pennsylvania's system of state-owned liquor stores said Wednesday it will deploy its new authority to decide what prices to charge by increasing the cost of 422 items at the end of this month. The Liquor Control Board said 393 of the increases will amount to $1 per bottle, and the vast majority will be less than 10 percent. A 2016 state law gave the agency authority to raise prices for 150 of the top-selling brands of wine and the 150 most popular brands of spirits.
 
Texas: "Second Chances" Law Aims to Help Low-Level DWI Offenders
September 1 is when House Bill 3016, also known as the "second chances" law, goes into effect. The bill will allow low-level DWI offenders to seal their criminal backgrounds, making it easier for people to apply for jobs. "These guidelines are very, very strict. It does not apply to everybody. If you have a violent history or you got other misdemeanors or felonies, this program may not be for you" said Attorney Joe Flores.
 
Utah: State's .05 DUI Law Will Get Tweaked, Maybe Even Repealed
A state lawmaker has opened a bill in the legislature to make changes to Utah's controversial .05 DUI law, but she is not ruling out a repeal of it. "What we need to do is look at trying to accomplish what we wanted to accomplish in terms of public safety and doing it in a way that doesn't have these unintended consequences," Rep. Karen Kwan, D-Taylorsville said.
 
Utah: Will 'Auto-Brewery Syndrome' Get You Arrested for DUI in Utah?
A rare condition in which yeast and sugar combine in the gut to make a person drunk, without drinking, may be of special concern to Utahans after the state's new DUI law takes effect at the end of the year. Auto-brewery syndrome, also known as gut fermentation syndrome, can cause the same bodily responses as drinking alcohol, and at least one person has had drunken driving charges dropped after convincing a judge she has the condition.
 
West Virginia: Commissioners Puzzled After Finding Alcohol Sales Tax Discrepancies
The Monongalia County Commission is requesting information from the State Tax Department Tuesday, citing concerns over a six-month period where the county received no revenue from taxes on alcohol sales. "October 2013 to March 2014, which is two quarters, we got zero dollars," Commissioner Tom Bloom said. 
 
West Virginia: Dunbar Mayor Resigns to Take Job with WV ABC
Dunbar Mayor Terry Greenlee has stepped down from his post to take on a leadership role with the state Alcohol Beverage Control Administration, according to a news release from the West Virginia Department of Revenue. Greenlee will start Monday as the ABCA's deputy commissioner. 
 
Wisconsin: Republican Lawmaker Files Bill to Change Three-Tier System
State Republican lawmakers say they want to restart a conversation about the state's liquor laws by introducing a bill they say will remove barriers to business growth. Rep. Gary Tauchen, R-Bonduel, on Tuesday filed a bill that he said aims to change a series of state liquor laws called the three-tier system. The system regulates how liquor, beer and wine are manufactured, distributed and sold in Wisconsin. 
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	ABL and Intellicheck Mobilisa have joined in a new partnership to address the ongoing issue of underage access to alcohol. Building on ABL's many efforts to support responsible, age-restricted beverage retailing, Intellicheck is offering its Age ID™ solution to improve customer service and ensure compliance with state regulatory laws by instantly authenticating a customer's identity and age via a mobile device or integrated with a point of sale instrument. The ability to spot fake or altered identification and to positively verify a consumer's age in real time provides ABL members with a valuable solution for keeping alcohol out of underage hands.  For more information, please click here.
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	Consumers Short-Changed Again on Shipping 
Bad news for wine lovers in most of the United States: your ability to order wine may be about to be diminished. UPS and FedEx are cracking down on interstate shipping of wine, according to wine retailers, so that stores you have been ordering from may start saying "Sorry, but no." "I've been selling online to 47 states. Now they're going to cut it down to 16 states," Marwan Bisher, president of The Wine Connection in California told Wine-Searcher. "It does take a bite out of business." 
 
Casino Industry Doubling Down on Responsible Gaming Initiative
The casino industry's largest lobbying group in the U.S. on Thursday rolled out a new code of conduct with consumer protection measures that it says are meant to promote responsible gambling. The code of the American Gaming Association (AGA) calls on casino operators to be more transparent with patrons and provide training to employees. 
 
143 of the Best Sour/Wild Ales, Blind-Tasted and Ranked
On some level, what you're about to read is the most schizophrenic of all Paste blind tastings. Approaching "sour beers" or "wild ales" for this style of tasting is like venturing into a quagmire of conflicting styles and substyles-you're just hoping to find your way out again, when all is said and done. Every beer just raises further questions about which other beers should be included. Fruited vs. neutral? Kettle sours vs. barrel-aged sours? 
 
For This Pot Guy, States Are His Biggest Customers
It's a Wednesday morning in June and Andrew Freedman is taking another meeting. For once, it's at his home office in Denver. Since February, work has taken him to Boston; Chicago; Oakland, Calif.; Sacramento, Calif.; Tallahassee, Fla.; New York City; and Washington, D.C. Like every meeting for Freedman these days, this one's about marijuana. 
 
Millennials Are Killing the Beer Industry with Their Rosé Obsession
Millennials are increasingly swapping a can of beer for a glass of rosé wine. The rosé category reached a valuation of $389 million in January, Bloomberg reported, based on Nielsen data. Rosé consumption increased 57% in the last 52 weeks in dollar terms, while beer dropped 0.6%.
 
Moonshine Is Not Just an American Thing
Growing up in this great country of ours, I got the impression that moonshine was a peculiarly American phenomenon. The Dukes of Hazzard television show (1979-1985) and films like Gator served up a simple story. Moonshiners lived in America's mountains and back roads. They are honest country folk who make 'likker' from cherished family recipes.
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	Kentucky:
MadTree Brewing Expands Distribution to Louisville
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