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	July 30-31 - Texas Package Stores Association 70th Annual Convention & Trade Show | Fort Worth, TX
September 6-8 - 10th Annual Alcohol Law & Policy Conference | Chicago, IL
September 8 - Indiana Association of Beverage Retailers Annual Golf Outing | Indianapolis, IN
September 11-14 - Montana Tavern Association Convention | Billings, MT
September 14-15 - Wine, Beer & Spirits Law Conference | Portland, OR
September 17-19 - Illinois Licensed Beverage Association 132nd Annual Convention | Alton, IL
September 22-25 - Wine & Spirits Guild of America Meeting | Boston, MA
September 26-28 - ABL Fall Board Meeting | Washington, DC
October 2-5 - Tavern League of Wisconsin Fall Convention & Trade Show | Appleton, WI
October 8-11 - NBWA 80th Annual Convention & Trade Show | Las Vegas, NV
October 16 - Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America Fall Membership Meeting | Washington, DC
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	Beverage Licensees Support Bipartisan Transparency in Music Licensing and Ownership Act 
American Beverage Licenses (ABL), a national trade association representing nearly 15,000 beverage alcohol retailers, announced its support today for the Transparency in Music Licensing and Ownership Act (H.R. 3350).  The bipartisan bill, introduced by Representative Jim Sensenbrenner (R-WI) and cosponsored by Representatives Suzan DelBene (D-WA), Blake Farenthold (R-TX), and Steve Chabot (R-OH), would establish a reliable, unified database of copyright ownership and licensing information for musical works.
1. Morning Consult: Transparency in Music Licensing Helps Small Businesses (Op-Ed)
1. M.I.C. Coalition: Transparency in Music Licensing and Ownership Act Promotes a Vibrant Music Licensing Marketplace
1. Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner: Rep. Sensenbrenner Introduces the Transparency in Music Licensing Ownership Act
Marijuana Banking Takes Massive Leap Forward
Last month witnessed a marijuana banking explosion. Spanning 29 states and generating $7.2 billion in 2016, the United States' legalized marijuana industry's greatest obstacle-banking-was significantly reduced by the Department of the Treasury's (Treasury) Financial Crimes Enforcement Network's (FinCEN) June 6, 2017, "marijuana banking update," The Fourth Corner Credit Union v. Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, No. 16-1016 --- F.3d ---- (10th Circuit, June 27) landmark opinion, and rise of the interbanking systems alternative to the barred use of credit cards in marijuana sales.
 
Congress Weighs Tax Reforms for Small Businesses
The House Ways and Means Tax Policy Subcommittee held a hearing Thursday to discuss how tax reform will affect small businesses, while a Senate Democrat introduced legislation to give new tax breaks to small businesses. "In the Ways and Means Committee we are proposing a simplified tax code that works with, instead of against, small businesses," said subcommittee chairman Peter Roskam, R-Ill., in his opening statement.
 
Proposed Border Tax Would Hurt These Retailers the Most
Proposed reforms to the nation's tax code would hurt smaller retailers more than larger ones. The National Retail Federation said smaller retailers and their employees would suffer more than large companies under a proposal to create a border adjustment tax that would drive up the price of imported merchandise. "Small retailers are probably the business group that is hardest hit by the potential impact of the BAT," NRF senior VP for government relations David French said. 
 
White House Scaling Back Goals for Business Tax Cuts
With President Trump's promise to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act nearly dead, administration officials are scaling back their ambitions to cut the corporate tax rate sharply, apparently taking a more pragmatic approach as they scramble to secure a major legislative victory this year. In recent days, discussions among Mr. Trump's economic advisers over promised tax cuts for corporations and individuals have taken on new urgency, a person who has been briefed on the matter said. 
 
Senior U.S. Republican Says Corporate Lobbying Helped Derail Border Tax
An aggressive corporate lobbying effort to derail a Republican-backed border tax has forced lawmakers working on tax reform to seek alternatives, Kevin Brady, chairman of the tax-writing U.S. House Ways and Means Committee, said on Wednesday. The proposed border adjustment tax on U.S. companies that move jobs abroad and import products back into the U.S. market was meant to be a linchpin of a Republican tax overhaul in the House of Representatives.
 
Bipartisan Beer Caucus Hops into Debate Over Tax Reform
A surprising cause might play a role in bipartisan tax reform later this year: beer. Members of both parties are expressing support for craft brewing, with a caucus even forming in the House to champion it. The House Small Brewers Caucus has 225 members, more than half of the chamber, making it the largest bipartisan caucus on Capitol Hill.
 
With Congress Fighting Over Healthcare, Some Music Industry Execs Anxiously Eye BMI vs. Dept. of Justice Case
The ongoing healthcare debate in Congress and, in general, politics between the Democrats and Republicans, have been holding up Donald Trump's appointments throughout the United States federal government over the past several months. And now, some music industry executives are worried that the Dept. of Justice's appeal of BMI's victory against full-works licensing will proceed to trial without the new administration and its DOJ appointments weighing in on the issue.
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	Castle Brands, Inc. 
As one of the few small public companies in the global beverage alcohol industry, our mission is to develop and grow our current portfolio of premium brands and to complement these brands through a combination of acquisitions, agency relationships and new product development. We position our brands in the high-end segments of leading internationally recognized product categories.  Everything we do is based on our core values: To be bold in our demands on ourselves; to be clear in our relationships with all of the individuals and organizations with which we interact; and to conduct our business with integrity and style.
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	Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB)
TTB Newsletter | Weekly News (July 21)
TTB and Florida Authorities Conduct Joint Trade Practice Investigations
 
Campaign for a Healthy Alcohol Marketplace
Alcohol Policy Research: Where Do I Find It?
 
R Street
The Strange War on Alcohol Advertising (Op-Ed)
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	Alabama Beverage Licensees Association
State Calls-Off Ban on Pitchers of Margaritas
Welcome back to Margaritaville: Singer Jimmy Buffett's childhood home on Thursday backed off a short-lived ban on the sale of pitchers of the drink he made famous. The Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board announced an end to the pitcher prohibition a day after al.com published a column criticizing the moratorium. The irresistible mix of Buffett, Alabama's perceived prudishness and tequila helped the topic quickly gain traction on social media.
 
Indiana Association of Beverage Retailers
Convenience Stores Praise Pick to Lead Alcohol Study Committee
The choice of former state Sen. Beverly Gard to lead a commission on overhauling Indiana's alcohol code is drawing praise from at least one side of a heated debate: the gas station and convenience store lobby. The two-year study committee is tasked with finding ways to modernize Indiana's complex rules for the sale of beer, wine and liquor. Legislative leaders want the panel to be free of any ties to the alcohol industry.
 
Mississippi Hospitality Beverage Association
Mississippi Grocery Store Wine Sales 'Shelved' for Now
Last year, many local wine and spirits store owners were concerned about big box grocery stores having license to sell wine and liquor on their shelves. However, Silver Leaf Wine and Spirits owner Victor Pittman said politicians have "shelved" the issue for the time being. Currently stores like these already have wine on their shelves, but with restrictions. In stores like SAM's, Whole Foods, McDade's, and even in a Winn Dixie on the coast, wine and spirits are sold to shoppers.
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	ABL has partnered with Fintech, the leading provider of electronic data and payments solutions to the alcohol industry, to provide a secure, affordable and hassle-free way for ABL members to pay for alcohol deliveries electronically and improve the beverage alcohol purchasing process. Under the program, ABL members are eligible for a discount on Fintech's electronic payment and data solutions systems. For more information, please click here.



	
	STATE News

	[image: https://imgssl.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101093164665/alumnievents-crnr.gif]
	

	
	Colorado: Marijuana Revenue Surpasses $500 Million
Colorado has received more than half a billion dollars in tax revenue from marijuana sales since recreational sales became legal in 2014. The benchmark was made in May, but was analyzed in a report released on Wednesday by VS Strategies in Denver based on publicly available data from the Colorado Department of Revenue. The report shows that the taxes and fees generated by the sales have continued to increase in Colorado. In 2014, sales totaled $76 million. It went up to $135 million in 2015 and $198 million in 2016.
 
Delaware: Drivers Charged with DUI Entitled to Only One Trial
Delaware drivers charged with misdemeanor driving under the influence, whether its their first or second offense will now get only a single opportunity for a criminal trial. This is the effect of the General Assembly's late June passage of a measure that targeted a change in state law letting DUI defendants who were found guilty in Justice of the Peace Court to have their case retried on the merits in the Court of Common Pleas.
 
Maine: State to Raise Price of Nips and Other Cheap Spirits
Days after failing to ban the sales of nips, state regulators are imposing a 50 percent price hike on most of the increasingly popular single-sip liquor bottles. A portion of the current price list for spirits in Maine, including the 50-milliliter Fireball Cinnamon Whisky, the bestselling nip in a fast-growing market. Its 99-cent price tag would rise to $1.49 under a new pricing plan announced by liquor regulators. Regulators announced a new plan that would dramatically increase the price of nips as well as many other cheap bottles of spirits on Oct. 1.
 
Maryland: County Liquor Department Loss Estimated at $200K
With little fanfare, Worcester's beleaguered Department of Liquor Control quietly went away on July 1, save for one retail outlet still under county control in Pocomoke, and the final tally on the losses were not as bad as anticipated. Worcester County Commissioner Joe Mitrecic, who represents Ocean City, on Monday gave the Mayor and Council a briefing on recent issues in the county germane to the resort. 
 
Massachusetts: Casinos Will Be Able to Serve Alcohol Until 4 AM
Soon gamblers will be able to roll the dice and drink liquor until 4 a.m. at Massachusetts casinos. Gov. Charlie Baker just approved the last call time as part of the state's new budget. Under the plan, drinks can be served until 4 a.m. and can start back up again at 8 a.m. Community leaders and police departments say they're against the plan.
 
Massachusetts: Medical Marijuana Users May Be Safe from Employer Discrimination
On July 17, 2017, the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ("SJC") ruled, in Cristina Barbuto v. Advantage Sales and Marketing, LLC, that an employee terminated because of a positive drug test due to lawfully-prescribed medical marijuana use may sue her former employer for handicap discrimination. 
 
Massachusetts: Sen. Jason Lewis Supports Alcohol Advertising Prohibition on MBTA
Responding to media reports that senior staff at the MBTA are considering a plan to relax the existing ban on alcohol advertising on the MBTA as a source of revenue, Sen. Jason Lewis, D-Winchester, submitted a letter to the MBTA Fiscal Management Control Board urging them to retain the full prohibition on advertising of alcoholic beverages throughout the MBTA system.
 
Michigan: Liquor Store Owner, Worker Sentenced for $1.3M Food Stamp Scheme
A liquor store owner in search the "American dream" and his employee have been sentenced after pleading to charges for their roles in fleecing the federal government in a scheme to purchase food stamp benefits from customers. On Tuesday, July 11, Flint U.S. District Judge Linda V. Parker sentenced Lakhbir "Lucky" Chahal to federal prison and Tony "Paco" Price to probation for their roles in the scheme. The pair each previously pleaded guilty to a count of conspiracy to commit wire fraud.
 
New Hampshire: State Joins Region in Decriminalizing Marijuana
New Hampshire has decriminalized the possession of small amounts of marijuana, joining more than 20 states including all of New England in easing criminal penalties on pot. Republican Gov. Chris Sununu on Tuesday signed the bill that reduces the penalty for possession of up to three-quarters of an ounce of marijuana and a much smaller amount - 5 grams - of hashish from a criminal misdemeanor to a civil violation. 
 
New Jersey: Breakthru, Allied Beverage to Merge In-State Operations
Breakthru Beverage has dramatically expanded its footprint in New Jersey by combining with fellow distributor Allied Beverage Group, SND has learned. Allied is New Jersey's largest spirits and wine wholesaler, with revenues projected at $825 million for 2017, according to Impact Newsletter. New Jersey's number-two player is Fedway Associates, at $790 million. Breakthru's subsidiary in the state, Breakthru Beverage New Jersey, is at number-three with projected 2017 revenues of $365 million.
 
Oregon: Shannon Hoffeditz Named OLCC Public Safety Director 
Shannon Hoffeditz has been promoted to Director of Public Safety for the Oregon Liquor Control Commission. In this position, she manages OLCC's enforcement of liquor and marijuana laws. The Public Safety Director works with licensees, law enforcement, and community stakeholders to support businesses, public safety and community livability through education and the enforcement of liquor and marijuana laws.
 
Oregon: 2017 Changes to State Liquor Laws
Since the 2017 Oregon Legislative Session convened on February 1, 2017, the Legislature has introduced a variety of bills that impact the Oregon alcohol and beverage industry. Out of the countless proposed bills, five have already been signed by the Governor and will go into effect this year or early 2018 and may impact your business. Following is a summary of those bills.
 
South Dakota: What Vehicle's Apply to DUI Laws; More Than Just Your Car
After a man on a bike ended up behind bars this week facing DWI charges this week people are left wondering how far the law stretches surrounding DUI's. We hear the warnings about drinking and driving, but that doesn't just mean in a car or truck. Under the North Dakota Code of Conduct, anything with a motor is seen as a vehicle. Something even as common as a golf cart can be susceptible to DUIs.
 
Tennessee: Lawmaker Hopes Vertical Driver's License Reduces Underage Alcohol Sales, but Will It?
Nearly everyone, it seems, supports the concept of a vertically-oriented driver's license to help alcohol sellers quickly identify an underage person. But does the idea actually work? By this time next year, or July 2018, all licenses issued to minors in Tennessee will be in a vertical format. The law is not retroactive, so underage drivers now licensed will not have to obtain a new one.
 
Texas: Licensing Director Is Seventh Official Out at Troubled Texas Liquor Agency
Licensing Director Amy Harrison is the seventh official out at the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission since April. TABC spokesman Chris Porter said Friday that Harrison "separated" from the agency Wednesday. Jo Ann Joseph, previously the deputy director of licensing, will act as licensing director until a decision is made about Harrison's permanent replacement, Porter said.
 
Utah: Lawmakers Say They're in No Hurry to 'Fix' .05% DUI Law
When the controversial 0.05 percent DUI bill passed the end of the 2017 Legislature, Gov. Gary Herbert signed it into law saying he'd call a summer special session - perhaps in July - to revisit the whole issue of drinking and driving in Utah. Well, the July legislative interim day will pass next week without such a special session. 
 
Virginia: Costly Regulations Force Out-of-State Expansion for Silverback Distillery
From the outside, Silverback Distillery blends in with the many wineries, cideries, and microbreweries along Route 151. "I honestly thought just by my goodness, wit, and niceness, that somehow we could change laws that were blatantly cronist," said Denver Riggleman, co-owner of Silverback Distillery.
 
Washington: Ad Makeover for State's Marijuana Industry
SoDo pot shops have already begun changing out signs and billboards - bracing for the impacts of a new law that goes in effect on Sunday. "No sandwich boards, no flags, no sign spinners - the things people are putting value judgments on that they find unappealing or gross," said Oscar Velasco-Schmitz, co-owner of Dockside Cannabis. 
 
Wisconsin: "Ghost Legislation' Has Craft Brewers and Others Stirred Up
A piece of legislation rumored to be inserted by the state legislature's finance committee into the state's 2017-19 budget has those in the local Wisconsin craft brewery, winery and distilling business somewhat concerned. On the home page for the website of the Wisconsin Brewers Guild is an open letter to Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker and the state legislature by the organization's president, William Glass.
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	ABL and Intellicheck Mobilisa have joined in a new partnership to address the ongoing issue of underage access to alcohol. Building on ABL's many efforts to support responsible, age-restricted beverage retailing, Intellicheck is offering its Age ID™ solution to improve customer service and ensure compliance with state regulatory laws by instantly authenticating a customer's identity and age via a mobile device or integrated with a point of sale instrument. The ability to spot fake or altered identification and to positively verify a consumer's age in real time provides ABL members with a valuable solution for keeping alcohol out of underage hands.  For more information, please click here.
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	Beer Remains the Preferred Alcoholic Beverage in the U.S. 
Americans who drink alcohol continue to say they most often choose beer (40%) over wine (30%) and liquor (26%). Beer has typically been the preferred alcoholic beverage in Gallup's trend. The latest results are from a July 5-9 update of Gallup's annual Consumption Habits poll. Gallup has found that beer is most popular among men; this year, 62% of male drinkers say they prefer beer, compared with 19% of female drinkers. Less-educated and middle-income Americans also tend to choose beer.
 
AB InBev to Buy Energy-Drinks Maker Hiball for Undisclosed Terms
Just as the soda giants are going after startups making healthy, non-alcoholic fizz, so too is Anheuser-Busch InBev. After signing a deal last year with Starbucks Corp. to sell ready-to-drink tea, the world's largest brewer on Thursday said it is acquiring Hiball Inc., a San Francisco-based company making organic energy drinks and carbonated juices and water. Terms of the deal weren't disclosed.
 
The Best and Worst Alcoholic Drinks for Your Waistline, Ranked by Calories
Before you rush out to happy hour, we have some very important information for you. All those half-off drinks you plan on imbibing come with a side of calories, and some of them more than others. Not such a happy hour after all, is it? If you're hoping to drink smarter (or at least less calorically) this summer, you've come to the right place. We set out to find how many calories are found in wine, beer and popular spirits, and we've broken it down for you below.
 
The Top 10 Spirits Brands on Social Media
Promoting alcohol responsibly to the right audience with vivid and effective content can be logistically challenging to say the least. Which brands ruled the digital sphere and grew consumer loyalty in the process last year? Historically, mastering social media has been far from easy for the drinks industry - but when executed well, social provides unparalleled opportunities for brands to engage with their target audience. 
 
Property Developers Push for Open Drinking on City Streets
Property developers trying to create buzz for open-air shopping districts are lobbying regulators to relax rules to allow patrons to walk around streets and parks with alcoholic beverages. As landlords hustle to get customers into their properties, they are looking to tap into demand for food-and-drink experiences. The hope: that lively atmospheres will encourage patrons to linger and shop. 
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	Indiana:
Scarlet Lane Brewing Company Announces Distribution Expansion in Indiana
 
Utah:
Mother Earth Brew Co. Expands Distribution Statewide in Utah
 
Virginia: 
Prairie Artisan Ales Expands Distribution to Virginia
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